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Inter/Micro — The Second 60 Years

In 2008, Inter/Micro turned 60 years old and no
one other than Walter C. McCrone had attended
every meeting (since he first organized it) and by this
time even he had not lived long enough to celebrate
the diamond anniversary but retained his connection
with the conference until the day he died. When Brian
J. Ford and I were discussing this in 2007, he immedi-
ately suggested that he make "the first 60 years" the
title and topic of his annual “Evening with Brian” for
Inter/Micro 2008. I agreed, we were both confident
that the second 60 years would come.

As we fast approach the 80th anniversary and be-
cause none of us were there in the the earliest days,
I thought an excerpt from the “Evening with Brian”
given at Inter/Micro 2008 would be appropriate for the
readers of this journal today:

At eight o’clock on the morning of Thursday
June 10, 1948, Professor Paul L. Copeland rose to
his feet and cleared his throat. Neatly attired in
dark suit and tie, he welcomed the assembled del-
egates to an unusual meeting: an assembly of light
and electron microscopists. The gathering was in
the Stevens Hotel, Chicago.

The idea for the conference had arisen from a
conversation between two young Armour Re-
search Foundation scientists. One was an electron
microscopist, Charlie Tufts; the other was a light
microscopist named Walter McCrone.

On March 29, 1948, Tufts and McCrone had sent
round their formal announcement, a typed, dupli-
cated letter that set out what they had in mind.
“The subjects considered will include the applica-
tion of light and electron microscopy to metals,
plastics, biology, fine particles, fibers . . . there will
be ample opportunity for the exchange of ideas
and problems,” they wrote.

The conference attracted some 200 eager del-
egates, and McCrone and Tufts were eager to gain
feedback from this spectacular launch. They asked
Ted Rochow of the Cyanamid Company for his re-
sponse, with no punches pulled. On July 26, 1948,
he wrote a lengthy missive setting out his feel-
ings. One section in particular stands out today:

“The informality which accompanied this year’s
symposium should be a part of this tradition,” he
wrote. In Rochow’s view, this was the ideal way
to encourage the exchange of cutting-edge think-
ing. He also pointed out that findings could be
discussed “a long while before they would appear
in print.”

These were prophetic observations. The haste
with which the first meeting was arranged gave
it an air of informality that lives on to this day.
There is no “top table” at the banquets; leaders in
the field are usually seated next to relative new-
comers and the free interchange of ideas remains
a hallmark of our annual meeting.

The evolution of the modern conference, and its
name, are part of the continuing narrative. Homes
for the meeting included Brighton, Leeds and
London; and all are part of the story. We follow
the conference to Cambridge University, England,
where delegates went racing on punts down the
river at night until apprehended by the police,
and those who stopped out too late had to climb
the walls to return to their rooms.

Then the history takes us to the McCormick Inn,
on to downtown Chicago and the lecture room
at the Talbott Hotel, which became increasingly
over-crowded, until our return to the refurbished
Knickerbocker. Significant people from the past
are featured in a narrative that concludes with to-
day’s young talents, all of them building on the
vision of Walter C. McCrone.

If you'd like to learn more about the history of
Inter/Micro and download the full-length article, see:
Ford, Brian J., Inter/Micro — The First 60 Years, The Mi-
croscope, 56:2, pp. 67-85, 2008; https://doi.org/10.59082/
QKHW?2423.
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