Nature Vol. 250 August 23 1974 618
Call for biohazard legislation

Sir-—Although Brian Ford (Nature
August 2) refers to various Acts of
Parliament, he makes no mention of the
Safety and Health at Work etc. Act
which received the Royal Assent on
July 31. Clauses 2(2)(b) and 3(1) of the
Act place a general duty on employers
to protect both their workers and other
persons from risks to health in con-
nection with the use, handling, storage
and transport of articles and substances;
and under Clauses 15 and 16, the
Secretary of State may make Regula-
tions, or the Health and Safcty Com-
mission may prepare and issue Codes
of Practice (or approve Codes of
Practice prepared by others) for any of
the general purposes of the Act. I would
therefore suggest that no further legis-
lation is necessary and that the way is
clear for agrced Codes of Practice to be
promulgated to deal with the different
groups of organisms, as Brian Ford
suggests.
Yours faithfully,
J. A. TANNAHILL

Employment Medical Advisory Service,
Department of Employment,
London, UK



